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The thin framed student effortlessly imitated almost all actors including Jayaram, Mukesh,
Balachandra Menon, Nedumudi Venu, Suresh Gopi and Narendra Prasad regardless of their
body build and depth of voice. It turned out to be the first of it’s kind election in the history of
the college, which merits to be dubbed so by virtue of the boy being chosen unopposed given
his unmatched skill.

Henceforth he triumphantly came along to have gotten habituated to uphold the saga and
hardly manifested any cues of relenting thereon. Let’s acquaint you with this week,

Hari Shankar A.R
Federal Bank
New Delhi / Dwarka Branch

Hari Shankar was born in Nedumangad, in Trivandrum district, as the elder of the two sons of
Shri Aravindakshan Nair, a social activist who owned a hospital and Ms Remadevi, a pigmy
collector at Syndicate Bank.

Hari had his education from LKG to Class X at Darshana English Medium Higher Secondary
School, Nedumangad. He had the opportunity to stage his performance before the crowd in his
LKG class itself thanks to being non fearful of stage even at a tender age.He used to come up
first in Singing, Poetry Recitation, Storytelling and mono act. That he was fortunate enough to
be handed over an award and a certificate from the famed dancer and actress Thaara Kalyan is a
noteworthy milestone as of his artistic voyage.

After opined by many as to nurturing his ability to sing, he started learning music under a music
teacher popularly known as Kuttan Chettan when he was in fourth grade which went on until
the end of the eighth grade whence it was put on the back burner in an attempt to zero in
better on his studies.



Yet, instead of subsiding to the depths of idleness, he decided to shift his focus a bit to the game
of badminton which he had been into since fifth grade and won accolades for, when he was in
ninth grade and tenth grade with first place and second place respectively added to his laurels.

That being said, | wondered, understandably, as to how he would have spent his leisure time
when he was doing his plus two course. However in sequel to badminton and singing he
ventured into the realm of mimicry.

Hari struggled with stammering until he was in eighth grade. But in his tireless attempts to
emulate dialogues of movie stars, he deciphered that it never was much of a problem if what
was to be spoken was predetermined.

Mimicry, therefore had a two-pronged impact on his life. For one, it boosted his level of
confidence. For two, he found it more popular than the art of singing.

While doing plus two at Sreenarayanavilasam Higher Secondary School at Aanad, he garnered
fame to no bounds. He won the title of Kalaprathibha, with prizes in Mimicry, Mono act,
Pantomime, Oppana and Poetry Recitation competitions, to his credit. He had the opportunity
to represent his school and present a program in ‘Yuvavaani’ aired on All India Radio, for which
he was paid Rs 350. There on he began taking a serious approach towards nurturing his talents.

Hari enrolled in Christian College, Kattakada to pursue his BCA degree. Students who had been
conditioned to watch mediocre mimicry perfomances were spell-bound by his feat. While he
had female fan following for imitating Jayaram and Mukesh, boys got amazed by him imitating
Mammootty and Suresh Gopi. His teachers fell for his performance while he imitated Shri
Nedumudi and Shri Balachandra Menon. Only Hari used to be elected unopposed at the College
elections.

Hari did his MBA under the University of Kerala when got an opportunity to do a project on
Kairali TV, it was then that the top executives of the channel were chalking out plans to start
Kairali V channel. Shibu Chakraborty, the famed lyricist, was his guide. Hari was assigned the
task of submitting his project themed around how to 'position' the Kairali V channel with it’s
rivals- Kiran TV and Asianet Plus.

His project was approved by the channel authorities. Soon after earning his MBA, Hari got the
opportunity to work with Kairali Channel again, being a member of Chrysalis Communications,
which co-ordinated the channel's then popular reality show ‘Gandharva Sangeetham’.

Hari reflects on how he feels elated being able to connect with many celebrities in the music
industry and to have made a place for himself as an artist.

Later he accepted a better offer from Asian paints. Meanwhile he appeared for bank tests, and
got appointed as an officer in Federal Bank in realization of what his mother dreamt of for long.

Hari joined Federal Bank as an officer in October 2008. He was often lauded by the helming
executives including MD in recognition of his abilities in compering and organizing events at the



bank.

He handled the bank's public relations during the tenure spanning from 2012 to 2017. He has
played a small role in the Prithviraj-starrer movie Darwin's Evolution.

After he got transferred to Pothencode branch near his home in 2017, he resumed learning
music under the tutelage of Shri Sanalkumar which came to a halt once he relocated to Delhi in
2019. However Hari never intents a slowing down, being an earnest artist.

Hari married Ms Arathy, an engineering graduate, in 2011. They have two children- seven-year-
old Aditi Shankar and five-year-old Arjun Aravind.

Hari is indeed some one with promise who is passionate about acting as well, just like his ardent
interest in mimicry and singing. Talented bankers community wishes Hari all the best in the days
to come. May he be chosen unopposed in all walks of life.



